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NORTH PLAINFIELD — Proud parish-
ioners of The Church of St. Luke gathered 
to commemorate its golden anniversary 
Oct. 18. Both young and old participated in 
the Mass of Thanksgiving, which was cel-
ebrated by Father Lancelot McGrath, pastor.

In his homily, Father McGrath asked, 
“How can we judge ourselves? We make 

hopefully many, many more years ahead. 
Is there any mark or measure of what we 
should do?”

To answer this question, Father Mc-

great among you will be your servant; who-

the slave of all. For the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve and to give 
his life as a ransom for many.” 

Father McGrath explained, “We want 
to judge our parish on humility and service.” 

the Apostles, to see life differently and to 
pass on the thirst for power and recognition, 
in exchange for the joy of quiet service. “We 
need to suppress our instinctive desire to 
exercise power and control over others, and 
to truly want to be humble.”

the parish of St. Luke, hanging on the cross. 

has lived, was humble and has served,” he 
said.

Father McGrath added that what 
makes a parish strong is each individual and 
the importance of their combined strength to 
form a strong community.

Highlights of the Mass included mu-
sic by parish musicians and a vocal solo 
of “Awesome God” by 14-year-old Kyra 
Anthony. Special offertory gifts included 
the parish community logo, sacramental re-
cords, a “heart-to-heart” basket and a tree to 
be planted by children of the parish.

At a reception, Father McGrath elabo-
rated on the strengths of the parish commu-
nity.

“There are so many groups which keep 
us going,” he said, citing the work of the 
Spirituality Committee, the Finance Com-
mittee, the Building and Grounds team, and 
especially the Religious Education program. 
“This core group is fabulous.” 

Father McGrath started a “heart-to-heart” 
program which promotes the idea that all 
people are equal in the eyes of God. No one 
is above or below anyone else, regardless of 
what they have or may need. He added that 
is in line with what the Gospel reading was 
about.

“This is what Pope Francis is trying to 
do with all of us,” he said. “It is a lockdown 

mility and to make us more aware of what 
that hearkens. It is from that relationship that 
people are giving and people are participat-

per volunteers. And, we really need more 
people to step up and volunteer.”

“It means a lot to me to be a part of 
this celebration,” she said. “Father Lancelot 
heard that I am part of a theatre group and 
that I sing, and I have also been singing in 

kindergarten, so he asked me to be a part of 
this.”

She added that while this was a great 

experience, her favorite times in the par-
ish are the candlelit processions during the 
Christmas pageant.

Louise Parenti, who proudly wore a 

husband were part of the parish from the 
beginning.

“My husband, Albert, was a deacon 

deacons ordained by Bishop [George] Ahr,” 

“Originally, he wanted to be a priest. I guess 
I changed his mind,” she joked. When asked 
what the parish needs most, she smiled and 
exclaimed, “A deacon.”

Another original parishioner, Peter 

Romeri, said his children were three and 
four years old when the parish was started.

“A lot has changed through the years,” 
he said. “We are holding strong. A lot of 
these small churches are shutting down, 

Luke was established to meet the growth in 

celebrated at the new church Easter Sunday, 

Left, Father Lancelot McGrath, pastor, 
Church of St. Luke, is shown at the altar 
at Mass and helping young members of 
the parish cut an anniversary cake at a 
reception.                  — Tom Mullen photos

Some original members of The Church of St. Luke pose for a photo after Mass. 
When the parish was founded, Sunday Mass was fi rst celebrated at North Plainfi eld 
High School and the Italian-American Club. The fi rst Mass was celebrated at the new 
church Easter Sunday, March 29, 1970.

Pastor stresses humility, service at parish’s anniversary celebration

Join us for an information meeting explaining the full itinerary
Immaculate Conception Church Parish Center - John Paul II Room

35 Mountain Ave. Somerville, NJ 08876
Fri., Nov. 20: 7 pm    Mon., Nov. 23: 7 pm    
Fri., Nov. 27: 9 am   Sat., Nov. 28: 9 am

Call: 908-725-1112,  x1124; or email: icnewevangelization@icsomerville.org

Cost $3,799.00 pp/double 
Hotel in Rome is a 5 minute walk to St. Peters Basilica where Pope Francis is 
expected to hold a Prayer Vigil for Divine Mercy in the Square in the evening 
of April 2; and a Mass for Divine Mercy on April 3. Th ese celebrations will 
mark the 11th anniversary of the Death of Saint John Paul the Great.

 PILGRIMAGE FOR  THE 
EXTRAORDINARY HOLY YEAR OF DIVINE MERCY 

Rome • Assisi • Lanciano • San Giovanni Rotondo

March 27 - April 5, 2016
Under the leadership of

Msgr. Seamus Brennan
Pastor, Immaculate Conception Parish, Somerville


